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The Origin and the Devdopment o Soft Power”

L U De bin
( Center & Contemporary International Relations Studies, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130012, China)

Abstract : The paper explores the origins and the development of Joseph Nye' s concept of“ oft power” , and
discuses the quedions from Paul Kennedy on the concept and the Chinese scholars' gtudying on the theory.
The author argues that there has been a development of“ <oft power” as a theory in Nye' s works, but the
Kennedy’ s view points on the concept is gill widely accepted. The mgjor challenge for the development of
“ oft power” as atheory isto asociate it with theé' power” in the leading IR theories by egablishing a describ-
ing sygem that can measure the weight of <ft power” in the forming of national power , or by redeining the
power in IR through the further explaining of co-optive power as Nye has garted. The Chinese pay nore attenr
tion on the gudying of sft power” dnce China’ s hidorical experience and current Stuation in the world , and
the Chinexe scholars are expected to make greater progress on the subject in the future.
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