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The Co - Building of American Nation — State and Empire 1776 — 1867

YAN Zhen
( College of Literature and Art Jilin University Changchun Jilin 130012 China)

Abstract: The nation - state building and empire building ran at the same time in early American history. In colonial time A-
merica has experienced the weakening of national consciousness and took the early step toward an empire. From The Declaration of In—
dependence till the end of Civil War and Alaskan Purchase there existed three developing stages for American nation — state and em—
pire. All of these developments reflected an intermingled while mutually influenced co — building of American nation — state and em—
pire.
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