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Palmerston and Anglo — American Rapprochement

Wang Li' WANG Zi - yuan’

(1. Center for the History of Modern World Nankai University Tianjin 300071 China;
2. Department of International Relations London School of Economics and Political Science London Britain)

Abstract: Since the mid — 19th century British Prime Minister Palmerston witnessed that the United States
pursued the great power status that would lead to its restlessness accordingly. Though a tough defender of the
established interest of the British Empire he acted cautiously in view of the potentiality of the United States.

As a consequence United Kingdom had to eventually accept the reality of the rise of the United States which
is at odd with the conventional theory of “non — peaceful transition of power”. Thus it is necessary to make the
analysis of the reasons why Palmerston had to do this. The final arguments follow the conventional wisdom such
as the vulnerability of Canada the increasing interdependence between the two Anglo — Saxon nations and the
menace from European conflicts. Above all these is the mutual recognition of the global system in which domi-
nant British Empire would have to accept the equal partnership of the United States.

Key words: Palmerston; British Empire; equal partnership; transition of power
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